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Leaders plan surgical strikes

at Sandinista mijlita
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Nicaraguan reésistance leaders
expect to move thejr forces by early
SPring from Honduras to Nicaragua
to begin a new campaign of attacks
dgainst Sandinista mulitary targets.

US. officials estimate that from
3.000 to 10,000 anti-Marxist rebels
would move into Nicaragua from
Honduras.)ommgabout5.000 rebels
already there.

The campaign is part of 3 strategy
by the rebel leaders to win more sup-
port among the Nicaraguan people
and to demonstrate to the world —
and particularly skeptical politi-
ciansn the United States — that the

resistance forces can make military
headway against the Soviet-backed
Sandinista regime. ‘

Moving the rebe| forces into Nica-
ragua also would please the Hondu-
ran government. which helped the
rebels. known as Contras, fight off:
an offensive by Sandinista forces on
Honduran soif thg week, the offi-
cials said.

The move. and weapons for the
strikes. would be funded by the $100:
mulion package that is being distrb-
uted 1n three stages to the resis-
tance. the officials said.

The campaign of carefully tar-
geted strikes against mulitary

COnvovs ryel depots and other log)s-
teal support are designed o avord

Mstance forees are enemies of the
Marxise 0vernment by not of civyj-

tarm “Ooperatives op towns — tap.
2etsaf some resistance offensives in
the past.

The strikes also woulg be more
effective than conventionaj fightmg,
they say The Sandinistas’ Soviet-
supplied HIND helicopter Qunships
make 1t nearly Impossibie for the
rebels 1y hold terrority, sard Aris-

The strikes against the Sandinista
military are one element in a twn-

|

ry targets

bart strategy to ga;n political sup-
port among the Nicaragyan people.

The other key elemen 1S a rebe]-
Operated. 50.000-wary radio station.
Wwhich by month's end is expected to
be broadcasnng the resistance
torces’ poiitical message throughout
the nation.

US. and rebel officials hope the
clandesrme radio Station, to be
known gas Radio leeracxon, will
build a reéputation for News report-
'ng and become an alternatjve voice
to the state-run media,

“The radijg station 1s Crucial in de-
livering the Mmessage ang breakmg
the waj] of Sandinista Propaganda
Within the country,” sajq

American affairs.

Rebe] mmtarx successes are vital
this vear ag the Reagan administra.
uon _tries to 5 ore up the con res-
sional Support it has slowly rebuijt
since the curo Of aid to the resis-
tance fo”owmg the CIX

€ Senate, congressxonal
headcounrers on both sides of the
aisle say thap chances for approvaj

Ot new aid to the rebels are too close
to call.

counts in the Senate range from
SI49 for the aid g Democrar;c
counts of 5149 against it.

Much of the $40 miltion in aid that
has been released to the rebejs from
the U'S. government has gone to ;-
vilian supply stations Honduras

for resistance forces to prepare for
the move into Nicaragua and the *
attacks, officials said.

Another $29 mullion of the 3100
million s €xpected to be released
Within a week, and the final $40 mil-
lion 1n February.

Some Capitol Hijj Democratic
sources say they €Xpect a congres-
stonal fight over the release of the
last $40 mullion, but Elliort Abrams.

assistant secretary of state tor inrer.
American affairs, 5ay's he doesn 1 ex.
pect opponents will be able 1o block
the funds.

To win a veqq fight with President
Reagan over dx’sconrmume the
disage, Opponents of rebel aid would
have to muster 3 two-thirds vote

Mr. Abrams ajsq believes (on.
gress will vote more aid to the resis-
tance. He saiq many Democrats n
leadershxp Positions in the Senate —
such as Sen. Sam Nunn, €xpected to
become the chairman of the Senate
Armed Serviceg Committee — have
not changed their Support since the
arms scandaj surfaced.

“We are confident that Congress
] this program on the bas;s
of how well the resistance performs
politicaily ang militarily over the
next six to eight months.” Mr Kagan
said.

Resistance leaders have said they

were unaware any proceeds from
the sale of weapons to [ran were tfun-

have been diverted from the arms
sale 1o the resistance.

Ernesto Palazio, 3 Washington-
based Spokesman for the rebels, said
the scandal i uniting rebej leaders

ahead 1n Congress.

“We must explain to the American
people that the Nicaraguan Issue
should be Judged on it OWn merits.”
Mr Palazig said. "It walt npen up the
Jdebate on Central America once
again. and that s N0t a bad thing at
all. On the contrary, its g positive
thing.

“Itisimportant that the American
people realjze that whatever the n-
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